


Andy Warhol
Pop Art King





Andy was born during the  
Great Depression in 1928  

in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania.

His parents,  
Ondrej and Julia Warhola were  

immigrants from Czechoslovakia.

!

Pittsburgh is known for  
 coal and steel industries.



Like many immigrants, Ondrej was a 
miner. He died from an illness when 

Andy was 14.
His family was poor.



Andy was OBSESSED with fame and 
glamour.

He read fan magazines about Hollywood film 
stars and collected autographed pictures.



Andy was interested in art and liked to 
draw comics.  

His mother encouraged him.



He HATED his pale skin and almost white 
hair. The boys at school teased him and 

called him the albino.



Andy went to art 
school

With a degree in Fine Arts,  
he set off for New York City.

He became interested in fashion.



Andy got a job with Glamour 
Magazine to make illustrations.

Glamour left the “A” off his name and 
he became 

Andy Warhol



Warhol used a technique of “blotting 
paper.”

He would draw the design on waterproof 
paper with pencil, 

follow the outline in ink 
and then PRINT on absorbent paper.  

Then he would color with pastel colors: pink, 
light blue, pistachio green and bright orange. 















Andy Warhol
Commercial Illustrator





Andy dressed in chinos, t-shirts and 
sneakers so the fashionable  people 

he worked for wouldn’t know he was 
poor.

He carried his artwork around in a brown 
paper bag, so he was nicknamed 

ANDY PAPERBAG 
as well as  

RAGGEDY ANDY.





When Andy became known for his 
work, people wanted to work with 

him.

He called them his “assistants” and would let 
them paint the pictures he had drawn or 

have them sketch commercial work and he 
would correct the details.



He called the studio  

“THE FACTORY” 
because the art was the  

product of him and his assistants 
in an assembly line.



Eventually he earned a lot of money 
and moved into a four-story 
townhouse with his mother.

He filled the house with  
flea market finds.





He had two Siamese 
cats from his old 
apartment which 
had a lot of mice.

They multiplied, and 
soon his place was 

filled with cats.

He named most of 
the cats 
“SAM.”





This is called “25 Cats Named Sam”



Warhol started to
PAINT



by
Screen Printing 



What is 
Screen Printing? 

Print making through a screen mesh. 



Warhol began to visit the New York 
galleries of Abstract Expressionists 

like  
Jackson Pollack and 
Roy Lichtenstein.

This new art movement  
became known as .... 

POP ART



What does that mean? 

POP ART
Art of the popular culture.



Warhol started to paint 

LARGE 
GRAPHIC 

work that represented 
his version of reality ...



Oversized black and white graphics 



Paintings made to look like photographs 



Large scale comic book pages 





Repeated everyday images 













America the Beautiful

Warhol Style















What is Warhol 
most famous for 

painting?

Andy’s friend told him to paint 
something that everyone sees  

everyday. He remembered what he 
ate everyday of his childhood.









Soon the soup cans multiplied into 
series of cans.



Andy wanted to make his art 
faster and bigger so he  

further developed screen printing.













Andy Warhol’s

Silver FACTORY 



Warhol found a crumbling loft in NYC and 
covered the walls in silver aluminum foil.

He spray painted the flea market furniture 
silver.

Andy brought in silver balloons to hang from 
the ceiling.













The factory attracted artists, filmmakers, 
musicians, poets, famous people and many 

interested  
in all-night parties.

It was part of the culture of the Sixties.





Andy was always seen in his black jacket, black 
jeans, dark sunglasses and his wigs.

Some thought he looked like a comic book 
character.



He even started wearing 
silver tones 
in his wigs.  

He had over thirty. 

Most were  
white with dark streaks  

in the back,  
and he liked them  

because his hair was thinning.



Andy was described as 
ferociously intelligent 

and well-informed.





Warhol



began 
making his colors

POP 
with Day-Glo colors











His exhibits were purposely hung low so that 
children could easily see them.



Warhol became  
obsessed with

Famous 
People



























Which one is the real  
King of Pop?



Warhol was  
fascinated with

Photography, 
Film and Music









Andy managed the band 
The Velvet Underground.







Warhol became a
Media 

Entrepreneur



He designed record covers.





He designed ads.



He was in the ads.









He painted a car for BMW.



Warhol’s next 
obsession was

Still Life and 
Abstraction



Still 
Life 



















Warhol 

The Last Years







Warhol created 

TIME CAPSULES  
filled with everyday life items like 

correspondence, receipts, photographs, and 
stuff. They were sealed with tape and opened 

in 1994.









Andy died after routine 
gallbladder surgery in 1987. 



Warhol’s
Legacy









































“Being good in business is 
the most fascinating kind of 

art.”


