
VINCENT
 VAN GOGH



Vincent van Gogh was born in a small town 
in Holland in 1853. This was his house.



He was born during the Industrial 
Revolution, and photography was 


a new art form.




Photos of van Gogh’s father and mother



His father was a minister, and his mother 
was an artist.



His brother, Vincent van Gogh, was 

born exactly one year earlier. 


But, he died as a baby.

So van Gogh’s parents used the same 
name for him.

The practice of reusing a name was 
normal.



As a child, van Gogh was serious and quiet. 
He began to draw, like his mom.




At 16, he began working for his Uncle Cent 
(also a Vincent) in the art dealer business.

As a teen, van Gogh was quiet and aloof.



He was happy and successful.

He wanted to marry the landlady’s 
daughter, but she said no. 


His feelings were hurt, and he was 
very sad and turned to religion.

He decided to become a minister,

like his father.



Then he thought he wanted 

to be a teacher.

Years passed as he tried out 
teaching, book selling, art dealing, 

theology and missionary work.



Van Gogh decided to try to help poor 
people directly and took a job as a 
preacher in a coal mining district.



He was hungry, penniless and 
depressed.

Van Gogh fell back on his hobby of 
sketching to earn food, exchanging 

drawings for a crust of bread.



His younger brother, Theo van Gogh, 

became an art dealer with Uncle Cent, and 
encouraged van Gogh to attend art school 

in Brussels.




VAN GOGH

BECAME AN 

ARTIST



Van Gogh did not go to art school as 
Theo suggested, but aspired to be an 
artist in God’s service and worked 

hard practicing once he made up his 
mind. He was a self-taught artist. 

He began drawing and painting his 
surroundings, mostly the simple 

country people.



“I shall be poor; 
I shall be a painter; 

I want to remain human.” 
Vincent van Gogh

Theo regularly sent money to van Gogh, 
and the two of them corresponded. 


Theo kept all the letters; there were 
over 650! You can read them online.





Van Gogh’s Early Works































Van Gogh had little money and rented 
a small room above a paint 


dealer’s shop. 

!

Theo sent him money, but van Gogh 
used it primarily for paint supplies. 


!
His mostly lived on bread, coffee, and 

tobacco.



VAN GOGH’S 
FIRST GREAT 
PAINTING
The Potato Eaters



Van Gogh showed the harsh reality of 
peasant life with emotion. 

The figures are intense. 


The painting was not considered 
successful, but van Gogh liked it.



“ I have tried to emphasize that 
these people, eating their 

potatoes in the lamplight, have 
dug from the earth with those 

very hands they put in the 
dish...how they have honestly 

earned their food.” 
Vincent van Gogh

Van Gogh wrote to Theo:





Van Gogh moved to Paris with Theo.
He wanted to use brighter colors and new 
techniques he saw the Impressionists use.



VAN GOGH’S SELF 
PORTRAITS



Van Gogh painted himself a lot 
because he could not afford to hire 
models and did not have commissions 
from people asking him to paint their 

portraits.









INFLUENCES ON

VAN GOGH



Impressionism



Pointillism  



Japanese Art 



Van Gogh turned to 


BRIGHT COLORS!



Portrait of 
Pere Tanguy 

(the pigment 
grinder from 

his paint 
shop)



Van Gogh became tired of Paris. Too 
many late nights and too much coffee 
and alcohol made him ill and irritable.


He decided to move to the French 
countryside for peace of mind.



This was his last self portrait before he 
left Paris for Arles, in the south of France.




VAN GOGH’s

“STUDIO OF THE SOUTH” 

IN ARLES



He rented four rooms in a yellow house 

with green shutters.



Van Gogh became fascinated with the 
color yellow, a symbol of the south of 

France.

“Yellow is the 
embodiment ... 

of love.” 
Vincent van Gogh















Van Gogh did not adopt a healthy life in 
the south. He continued to smoke, drink 
coffee, eat poorly and drink absinthe.

Absinthe is a 
cheap, strong 

spirit which was 
later banned in 
France because 
it caused brain 

damage.



Van Gogh painted the scenery

and local folks in Arles.



Fields




Cafe de la Gare




Another one of the cafe






“There is no blue 
and yellow 

without orange.” 
Vincent van Gogh



Terrace at the Cafe


Van Gogh stuck 
candles on the 
brim of his hat 

and on his 
easel to help 
him see at 

night in order 
to paint this.



Vineyards




Orchards




Public gardens




The Bridge at Arles




His good friend, the postman, Joseph 
Roulin




The Postman’s Wife




Their baby




The postman’s teenage son










VAN GOGH

AND 


PAUL GAUGUIN



Van Gogh invited his friend, artist Paul 
Gauguin (Go-gan), to come live in the 

yellow house with him and paint.




To decorate the guest room, van Gogh 
painted many sunflower canvases.




Gauguin painted this of van Gogh painting 
sunflowers. There are no existing 
photographs of van Gogh painting, 


so it is special. 



When Gauguin came to live at Arles,

it was October, and the 


sunflowers had long since faded. 

So he must have used his imagination and 

memory of sunflowers.



Theo sent money so van Gogh could buy 
more furniture for the yellow house and 

create his dream of a “studio in the South.”



Van Gogh 
painted his 

plain chair in 
a bright 

room on a 
stone floor. 
Do you see 
his pipe and 

tobacco?



Van Gogh 
painted 

Gauguin’s chair 
on a fine 

carpet in a 
darker room. 
He painted 

books to show 
Gauguin as a 

well-read man.



He painted his own bedroom.





Van Gogh dedicated this self portrait to 
Gauguin, but the two artists were 

beginning to argue.




Gauguin liked to paint from memory.

(Remember the sunflower painting?)


Van Gogh liked to paint from real life.


 “Our arguments are terribly 
electric, we come out of them 
sometimes with our heads as 

exhausted as an electric 
battery after it has run down.” 

Vincent van Gogh



Van Gogh often lost his temper and 
became very depressed. He no longer 

had full control of his actions. 
One day after arguing with Gauguin,

van Gogh stormed out of the yellow 

house and in a fit of rage, cut off part 
of his ear with a razor blade and gave 

it to the neighbor lady.



He had to stay in the hospital for a few 
days and wore a white bandage around his 

ear.




His left ear was 
damaged, so why 
do you think he 

painted this 
self-portrait 

with the right 
ear bandaged?

He had to look in 
a mirror, so the 

image was 
reversed.




Van Gogh had another mental crises and 
began to hallucinate.

The people of Arles were scared of him 
and signed a petition to have him locked 

away.
They called him


“fou rox” (fooh roo) 

the redheaded madman.



VAN GOGH

ENTERED AN ASYLUM  

IN SAINT-REMY

An asylum was a place to 
care for the mentally ill.



Van Gogh and his doctor decided that 
the best care was for him to have 
treatment and find some peace.

He was given a bedroom and a studio in 
the asylum.







If you visit Saint-Remy, 

you can see his room.


Note the bars on the window.




This was the window sill in his studio.



Doctor Rey




Van Gogh was allowed to paint in the 
area around the institution.

Some of his most famous works were 
painted at Saint-Remy.











Almond blossoms




















Olive trees

Do you know 
what kind of 
trees these 

are?

Van Gogh used vigorous brushstrokes 
and vibrant colors. Look at the close-up 

of the olive trees …





Cypress trees

Do you know 
what kind of 
trees these 

are?



This is the actual view today from van 
Gogh’s window. Next is what he painted.





He felt that painting helped soothe and 
heal his spirit, but he continued 


to drive himself too hard.

The emotional strain of completing so 
many masterpieces quickly may have 
increased his depression and illness.



The painting he did next was from his 
window. The stars in this painting glow 

with brilliant swirls of color. The 
painting accurately showed the 

constellations and planets in June of 
1889.

Do you know the name of the painting?

The Starry Night





“ In the blue depths the stars 
were sparkling, greenish, yellow 

white, pink, more brilliant…
than at home, even in Paris.” 

Vincent van Gogh



Meanwhile, his brother Theo had gotten 
married and had a baby boy.

Guess what he named him?

Vincent van Gogh
Van Gogh visited Theo and his family in 
Paris and then stopped in Auvers where 

Theo knew of a doctor, 

Dr. Gachet (ga-shay), who could help his 

brother.



VAN GOGH

MOVED TO 
AUVERS


(oh-vare)



He rented a room in the attic of an inn 

owned by the Ravoux (ra-voo) family.



Dr. Gachet practiced homeopathy, an 
alternative healing method, and used 
plants and minerals to make medicine.

He might have used the plant foxglove, 
for example, as it contains digitalis 

which can be used as a heart medicine. 
You will see foxglove in the next 

painting.



This is his 
portrait of Dr. 
Gachet. The 

doctor was so 
happy about it, 
he asked van 
Gogh to paint 
a copy for him.




With Dr. Gachet’s help, van Gogh was 
able to relax and work steadily. In fact, 
he painted a picture every day for 70 

days in a row. He would work in 
sunshine, wind and rain, getting up at 

five every morning.

 “I am working with calm and 
steady enthusiasm.” 

Vincent van Gogh

























The Church at Auvers


He deliberately 
distorted the 
perspective on 
this picture 
and used 

strong flowing 
lines and 

swirls of paint.




Van Gogh 
became ill 

again. He got 
angry with Dr. 
Gachet when 
some of his 

paintings were 
not displayed 

and threatened 
him with a 

pistol.




The sky in this painting is dark and gloomy 
with threatening crows. Was he trying to 

tell us something?



Van Gogh 
painted this in 
1885. Mental 
illness ran in 
his family. He 
drank toxic 
absinthe, 

smoked heavily, 
and suffered 

from 
depression.




He also 
ingested lead 

paints, and the 
remedies 

Dr. Gachet 

gave him were 
causing him to 
have blurred 
and yellow 

vision.




Even Theo felt burdened with van Gogh’s 
troubles. Theo was having problems at 
work and at home, and the baby was 

always sick.

 “There are many things I 
should like to write to you 

about, but I feel it is useless.” 
Vincent van Gogh

Theo told van Gogh that his family was 
moving back to the Netherlands.



Van Gogh must have felt abandoned, 
because he went out to the wheat fields 

with a pistol and shot himself.

He was 37 years old.

The bullet missed his heart and went 
into his spine. Theo came to see him, but 

Vincent died in his brother’s arms.



Six months later, Theo died of an illness.



The Red Vineyard was his only work that 

sold during his lifetime.



Joanna van 
Gogh, Theo’s 
wife, held a 

memorial show 
of van Gogh’s 

work and 
published the 

letters he 
wrote to Theo. 

She made 
Vincent van 

Gogh famous.




He created more than 
900 paintings during 
his lifetime. Some are 
worth tens of millions 

of dollars.






