
Rembrandt
van Rijn



Rembrandt is considered to be one of  
the greatest Dutch painters 

but also one of  
the most important painters of all time.



He was born in 1606  
in Leiden, Holland



He was the 9th child of his Dutch parents.
His father was a miller.

His family owned a large windmill  
on the Rhine River,  

and he called himself  

“van ryn”
 which means “of the Rhine.”

What is a miller?
Someone who operates a mill.



He was born with a miraculous 
skill in art.

Rembrandt enrolled in the  
University of Leiden but then decided  

he wanted to be a painter.



17th Century Dutch Golden Age
What was life like during Rembrandt’s time?



Holland was a rich, powerful trading 
nation and the busiest port in Europe.



The markets were full of fabrics, 
spices, flowers, fish and cheese.



Dutch trade, science, military, and art 
were the most acclaimed of the world.



Dutch shipyards and trade helped 
create the Dutch Golden Age and 

the wealthy mercantile class.



The Dutch had the highest standard of 
living in Europe, and art was important.



Religion and everyday life were 
recurring themes in art.



Rembrandt moved to Amsterdam, 
the capital of Holland,   

in 1631. 



He apprenticed with  
Pieter Lastman for one year.



Rembrandt married Saskia Van 
Uylenburg in 1634. She was wealthy 

AND had a cousin who was a 
successful art dealer.



Saskia became his model for many 
mythological paintings.



In 1635, Rembrandt set up shop as 
an independent painter.



HISTORICAL 
PAINTINGS

based on mythology and biblical stories.

He worked on











intense LIGHT 
and  

DARK shadows

Rembrandt began to use

called Chiaroscuro (key-are-uh-skur-o).















mystery 
and  

excitement

The light and dark add





The Blinding of Samson



The Storm on the Sea of Galilee



This painting was stolen 
from a Boston museum in 

1990.   
The FBI, Scotland Yard and a 

posse of private 
investigators as well as other 
authorities were on the trail.

Rewards, coded messages and many false 
sightings occurred. 

In 1997, a reporter drove to a warehouse  
in the middle of the night  

to supposedly view the painting by 
flashlight.  

He was given a vial of paint chips which 
turned out to be from the 17th century,  

but they were not Rembrandt’s.



$500 Million

The missing painting is now  
valued as high as 

CASE IS 
UNSOLVED



Now back to  
the 17th 
century...



The Dutch Golden Age meant lots of 
wealthy people in Amsterdam.



Rembrandt went into debt buying a 
10-room house.



A paper model of the interior



The kitchen. Kitchens back then 
were typically on the bottom floor.



The salon was a living room and 
bedroom. In 17th century Holland you 

lived and slept in the same room.  
Note the box bed.



Rembrandt sold his art from his salon and served his 
clients chilled wine from a marble wine cooler.  He sold 
other paintings besides his own, and they hung on the 

walls.



Rembrandt’s studio had considerable 
natural light. His apprentices worked 
here too, and the room was crowded.



He took on a large number of apprentices to 
ensure a significant income.  

Some of them were as talented as him,  
and their best work was hard to distinguish 

from Rembrandt’s.

He encouraged them to copy 
his style,

but his techniques were 
constantly changing.



Rembrandt had secret techniques 
for mixing his paints and materials 
and was regarded as an alchemist.



This is the cabinet room where he kept 
a collection of artifacts, weapons, hats 

and natural objects to use as props.



There was something else Rembrandt had in 
his studio …

a 
PRINTING PRESS



Rembrandt was fascinated with 
printmaking and engraving.



His etchings used many new techniques.

They had to be done in reverse to 
print the image as we see it.

His etchings gained him 
international acclaim.



Etchings were the 17th century’s  
major means of mass communication.

Publishers and artists circulated
quantities of prints for the public.

Similar to a news photograph



THE 
ETCHINGS



His mother



Saskia with pearls



Rembrandt with Saber



The Pancake Woman



Rembrandt’s Mill



The Traveling Musicians



Jews in a Synagogue



The Hundred Guilder Print



Rembrandt got a large commission to paint an 
anatomy lesson.

He was 26.



What is an anatomy lesson?
Guild masters would perform yearly dissections 

on victims of public hanging.  
At the time, an anatomy was only legal  
if the subject was a male criminal and 

considered outside the church. Guilds were 
associations of artisans or merchants, similar 

to today’s labor unions or chambers of 
commerce.

Prominent men in the guild attended to 
exchange ideas and learn about anatomy and 

chemical processes of the human body. 

Why did they do this?



Anatomy Lesson of Dr. Tulp



1625

Rembrandt is not really Rembrandt.
The history of his signature ...

R or RH for Rembrant, son of Harmen
1629

RHL adding on Leiden
1632

RHL-van Rijn
Rembrant

1633
Rembrandt



Rembrandt practiced new techniques and 
often painted family members.

He dressed them 
in his collection of 

hats, furs, golden objects, fancy helmets, 
embroidery, and elaborate costumes.

He loved glittering gold objects to catch the 
light on his paintings.



FAMILY
PORTRAITS



Saskia 



His mother



His father



His father



His sister



His son Titus



Titus 



Rembrandt’s
Tragedies



Rembrandt and Saskia 
had four children.

Three of them died in infancy.



Then ...



In 1634, Saskia died of tuberculosis at age 30.

She left him a small income based on the 
condition that he would never remarry.

Gone was his wife, chief model,
and financial security.



And ...



Rembrandt lived beyond his means,  
buying his own art to bid it up,  

buying other art  
(he owned a Raphael and a Titian) and 
acquiring artifacts for his cabinet room.

Rembrandt transferred his home to his son Titus 
because he was on the brink 

of financial ruin.



Plus ...



The Amsterdam artists guild made a new rule 
that no one in Rembrandt’s circumstances 

could practice their trade as a painter.

Rembrandt was forced to transfer his 
art dealing business to Titus as well. 

Rembrandt became an employee.



COMMISSIONED
PORTRAITS

But he still had









A RUFF

Did you notice something all those Dutch 
people were wearing in the portraits?

A fashionable, 
removable ruffle for 

the wealthy.











 LACE
COLLARS

Did you notice the change in fashion?



SELF PORTRAITS
Watch Rembrandt age over time.





























Why are his paintings so dark?

He became free with his technique,  
using bold strokes and heavy paint applied 

thickly with a palette knife or sometimes his 
fingers. 

VARNISH

The varnish had to be THICK to coat it all.



LANDSCAPES



The Mill



Flight from Egypt



Winter Landscape



The Stone Bridge



Rembrandt’s
MOST FAMOUS 

PAINTING



The civic militia  
commissioned Rembrandt to paint them.

They were familiar with Rembrandt’s 
painting of the Anatomy Lesson of Dr. Tulp.

None of them were prepared 
for what Rembrandt did.

They were expecting to see themselves 
clearly recognizable  

with somewhat equal importance.



The Night Watch



The  painting was a colossal 13 by 16 feet.

It was a dazzling blaze of 
light, color and motion.

It wasn’t the “class photo” they wanted  
with rows of recognizable members  

standing neat and square.
The powerful contrast of 

light and shade 
heightened the sense of movement.



The Night Watch
is not really 

the night watch.



After World War II, the thick dirty varnish 
was removed and all could see that the 

painting depicted the day, not the night.

The civic guards depicted were  
not on a watch at all,  

as it was peace time when  
Rembrandt painted them. 

Sometimes things aren’t
what they appear to be.



In 1715, the painting was cut 
down and relocated to the 

Amsterdam Town Hall.



Rembrandt’s greatest work  
was diminished  

to fit its new location.



And more 
bad news ...



Rembrandt eventually lost his house when 
he declared bankruptcy.

Rembrandt’s work fell out of favor as the 
taste in Dutch art changed to showiness and 

elegance shown in bright colors. 

All of his paintings, collections, and 
furnishings were sold 

to help pay for his debts. 



One last
tragedy ...



In 1669, Rembrandt died and was buried 
in an unknown rented grave. 



Rembrandt’s
Legacy



Rembrandt’s house was 
reconstructed into the Rembrandt 

House Museum



The Night Watch hangs in the 
Rijksmuseum in Amsterdam.



Rembrandt was a Dutch master: a Baroque 
painter and printmaker who’s career spanned 
nearly 40 years, and produced approximately 

400 paintings, 1,000 drawings and 300 
engravings.  


