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Georgia O’Keeffe was born in 1887.
This was her family’s house in Wisconsin. 

(it eventually burned down)



Her parents were dairy farmers 
and they had a large family and a large 

farm.

Georgia went to school in a  

one room schoolhouse  
until high school.

Her mother thought art was very important  
and made sure Georgia and her sisters  

had art lessons.



Georgia knew at the age of 12 
that she wanted to be an artist.

She studied at different art schools and colleges  
all over the country.



At one school in New York City, she won a prize for 
her painting of a rabbit and copper pot.



The style of painting she was taught was realism.

Georgia did not like it.  

She wanted to paint what she 

felt,  
not what she saw.

One of her teachers, Arthur Dow, instructed her to 
follow her ideas and feelings  

by line, color and notan  
(a Japanese-style of painting that places light colors 

next to darks).



She frequented Alfred Stieglitz’s gallery.  
He was a famous New York photographer  

and promoter of Modern painting.



After art school,  
Georgia decided to teach art in Texas.



Georgia liked the clear skies and hot, bright sun. 
She felt the energy of the dust storms and  

heat lightning she saw at night.



In her excitement, she began to paint.

Her work looked different from any other 
artist’s style.



Alfred Stieglitz convinced Georgia to  
come back to New York and show her work  

at his gallery.

It was a collection of 

abstract charcoal drawings.









To help promote it, 
Alfred took photos of Georgia  

to show alongside her work.







Georgia and Alfred Stieglitz started dating, and 
after many years together, they eventually were 

married. 



New York inspired Georgia to paint  

bold shapes and designs that 
covered her canvases. 









Soon her colors exploded into 

bright rainbow hues
of abstract subjects.











Their lake house in upstate New York was 
surrounded by woods and flowers.









Photographers at the time were beginning to take 
close up photos and Georgia took that idea ... 

and began painting close up 
views 

of recognizable forms. 
What did she paint? 



Flowers! 







This black iris was only 
available for two weeks from 
a New York florist so Georgia 

would not leave her home 
while it bloomed.



“Nobody sees a flower, really, 
it is so small,

we haven’t time-” 
Georgia O’Keeffe









She did a series of a 
jack-in-the-pulpit flower 

found near the lake house woods.

Her high school art teacher had introduced her to 
the strange shape and the pink to purple 

color variations of it.

“It was the first time I remember 
examining a flower ...” 

Georgia O’Keeffe



The leaf hood protects 
the tiny flower similar 

to a preacher in a 
pulpit.















“I decided that if I could paint the flower  
on a huge scale,  

you could not ignore it’s beauty.” 
Georgia O’Keeffe



“When you take a flower in your hand 
and really look at it, 

it’s your world for the moment. 
I want to give that world to someone else.” 

Georgia O’Keeffe





Georgia felt so close to her paintings, she hated to 
see them sell. They were almost like her children.



It became expensive and tricky to buy 
a Georgia O’Keeffe painting. 

Alfred had set up certain sales strategies to 
help increase the prices and values. 



Georgia decided to change her image  
now that she had become a serious artist. 



Since her work was all about  
clean lines and simplicity,  

she wanted it displayed that way as well.  

The areas had to be simple and elegant  
in white or pearl gray.  

There was to be no wall text or big frames 
and signage had to be minimal.  



Even Georgia’s attire was clean lines and simple.



Georgia and Alfred moved into an 
apartment high up in a big hotel in the city. 

She started painting pictures of the city, 
which only men had previously painted. 













Georgia needed a new source of painting inspiration 
and took a train to Santa Fe with a friend.



She camped and also took a rafting trip 
in Glen Canyon, Utah. 





She saw the painted desert and loved it.

“All the earth colors of the painter’s
palette are out there in the many miles

of badlands ...” 
Georgia O’Keeffe



Georgia began to collect skulls and rocks 
from the desert floor to paint. 

She had found her new inspiration, 

the Southwest, 
and began to spend more time  

there than in New York. 

Alfred agreed it was the best place for her to 
be in order to paint. 









She especially loved the New Mexico mountains.

“I painted it so often enough
thinking that if I did so,

God would give it to me.” 
Georgia O’Keeffe



In 1929, Georgia learned to drive a Model T. She 
would put the seats down and paint in the back to 

escape the intense heat of the desert.





Georgia loved the rich texture  
of the clouds and the sky and the  

bleached bones of 
animals long gone.













She liked the  

adobe churches and the 
crosses. 







“Anyone who doesn’t feel 
the crosses 

simply doesn’t get that 
country” 

Georgia O’Keeffe





During the 1930’s and 1940’s, 
Georgia’s popularity grew and she 

received many big commissions.	
This next Jimson flower was created for  
Elizabeth Arden, the cosmetics company. 





Dole Foods commissioned her to paint 
pineapples in Hawaii. 

Georgia went but wasn’t really inspired to 
paint pineapples.  

She liked the landscapes better. 









She finally painted the  
pineapple plant when Dole 

sent it to her New York studio. 



Georgia became the first woman to have a  
one-woman-show at the  

MOMA in New York.



In 1946, Alfred died, and Georgia moved to 
New Mexico permanently, living in an old adobe 

house. 



She called the adobe house 

Ghost Ranch. 







"Such a beautiful, untouched 
lonely feeling place, such a fine 
part of what I call the 'Faraway'. 
It is a place I have painted before 
. . . " 



Near Ghost Ranch is a remote and uninhabited 

place she called the Black Place. 



Georgia began her Pelvis Series. These paintings 
were of the desert looking through the bones.  









Georgia was given the 

Presidential Medal of 
Freedom 

from President Ford. 
She was awarded the  

Gold Medal of Painting
from the National Institute of Arts. 

And President Reagan gave her the 

National Medal of Arts.
!



American Georgia O’Keeffe  
is considered one of the 

greatest Modern artists.  





Her Ghost Ranch house is a 

O’Keeffe Art Museum



And according to her wishes, 
when she died at the age of 98 

(almost 99), 
her ashes were spread over 

her faraway,
the land that you could see 

forever. 


