
Paul Klee
expressionism



Paul Klee was born in 1879 
in Switzerland. 



Klee’s Bavarian father was a  
professional musician, 

orchestra conductor and music teacher.
His mother came from a musical family. 

She sang, played the piano 
and liked to draw.

Naturally, at age 7 he started to play the violin.



He was an incredibly talented violinist. 
 At age 11, he was invited to play  

in the Bern Music Association.



Music wasn’t his only talent. He could draw.



Klee was also a serious student. 
He mastered many languages and sciences. 

Klee was a great reader of literature.
He avidly drew caricatures  

in his school books and barely passed 
his final exams.



Drawing from school book 
age 10

Drawing from geometry 
book, age 19

Self portrait



At age 16, Klee decided to pursue  
the visual arts 

because modern music  
lacked meaning to him.



My Room, 1896



Menacing Head, 1905



Reluctantly, his parents let him study art 
at the Academy of Fine Arts in Munich. 

He excelled in drawing but seemed  
to lack any color sense.



Klee was a violinist in the orchestra. 
His passion was Mozart and Bach.

He also wrote concert and theater reviews.



Photography captures reality by showing images of 
what things really look like. Painters tried to do the 

same with their art.



There was a major shift in the art world in the 
1900’s.  

Artists began turning inward to their feelings, 
memories and dreams and portraying that in their 

paintings…
not capturing reality.



Van Gogh 



Monet



Cezanne



Matisse 



Klee’s favorite

Kandinsky 



Klee married a Bavarian pianist  
named Lily and lived in Munich.

While Lily gave piano lessons  
for their income,  

Klee produced art and tended the house.



They had a son, Felix.
Their kitchen was his studio,  

and music was always playing.



Klee teamed up with Kandinsky  
and some other artists interested 

in abstractionism.
Kandinsky was into the  

spiritual feelings  
from art and thought  

color  
should be on its own  

in a painting.



Klee struggled artistically with  
how to use color. 



His breakthrough came when he visited  
Tunisia and saw the quality of light.



“Color has taken possession of me; 
no longer do I have to chase after it, 

I know that it has hold of me forever... 
Color and I are one. 

I am a painter.” 
Paul Klee 



He painted colored blocks and circles. 



Klee’s particular color palette  
emulated a musical key.

Sometimes he used  
complementary pairs of colors.

Other times 
“dissonant” colors.

What does dissonant mean?
Harsh, out of harmony



Tunisian Gardens









The Rose Garden



Green Church



Unfortunately, World War I  
consumed Germany.



Swiss Klee joined the German army,  
as he lived in Munich.

His father helped keep him off the front line 
by having him paint camouflage on airplanes.



Klee painted during the war and was considered one 
of the best  

new German artists. 



Crystal Graduation 







Dream City 



Klee was asked to teach art at the Bauhaus, 
an art school in Weimar, Germany.







Kandinsky joined the Bauhaus, 
and there were many conflicting ideas 

and opinions between the various artists.

Kandinsky

Klee



Klee got a large studio and began  
to produce a lot of work.



Reportedly you could smell coffee, tobacco (he 
smoked a pipe), oil paints, varnish, lacquer and 

methylated spirits in the studio.



Klee was a collector of  
bits and pieces of nature.

His studio was filled with shells, colored stones, 
butterfly wings and mosses.



Klee worked in a  
creative calm.

He was a supremely good listener 
and when asked an opinion, 

spoke in a quiet tone,  
which was mesmerizing.



As an example of his instruction,  
Klee told his students to draw a leaf.   
Everyone thought it was going to be  

so easy.
He spoke few words 
and talked softly.



Klee made his students  
feel how life flows  

through the large and small veins 
and how this determines the leaf’s form.

The veins  
link the cellular membrane  

to it’s origin.



Illuminated Leaf

“Learn how to look beyond the surface 
and get to the root of things” 

Paul Klee 



 Klee became the master 
of the drawing line. 

“A drawing is simply a line going  
for a walk.” 

!

Paul Klee 















“Art does not reproduce the visible- 
it makes visible.” 

Paul Klee 









Often, Klee made  
wire contraptions  

in his studio  
and also drew and painted them.

He had a sense of humor.



Apparatus for the  
magnetic treatment of plants



Dance Monster to my Soft Song



Twittering Machine

(Klee was making fun of people’s faith in modern machines.)



Klee nearly always gave his pictures titles. 
The title gave the picture  

a whole new meaning. 

Twittering Machine

He called it “christening” them. 
His titles revealed his thoughts —  

positive and negative. 



Klee traveled to  
Egypt 

and was enthralled  
with the hieroglyphics.

They began to show up in his work, 
along with arrows, 

and all kinds of symbols …



Picture Album



Legend of the Nile



Highway and Byways



Rose Wind



Heroic Fiddling

Klee painted this for a great violinist.
Can you see parts of the violin?





Affected Place





Red Balloon





Mural from The Temple of Longing





When his paintings were compared to  
child’s scribble, Klee responded … 

“I hope they do!  
The pictures that my little boy Felix 
paints are often better than mine, 

because mine have often been  
filtered through the brain.” 

!

Paul Klee 



Klee then traveled to  
Naples, Italy 

and was enthralled  
with the mosaics.



Klee started incorporating tiny tile-like squares  
and FISH 

into his paintings.





The Seafarer



Ad Parnassum









Golden Fish



Fish Magic

Klee said a picture could  
also be seen as a dream.



Around the Fish

See where the arrow points? 
Is this fish food for the brain?

Look at the symbols of life: 
the moon, the sun, plants, animals & man.



Klee became one of the greatest  
colorists 

of his age, next to Matisse.

He liked to work on several paintings 
at one time,  

and would walk from one 
to the other,  

putting color here and there.

























In addition to fish, 
Klee painted  
nature.

“Nature, if we love her, 
will ultimately lead us to liberty.” 

!

Paul Klee 





Forest Fowl



Plant Seeds



Growth in an Old Garden



Carnival in the Mountains





Zoo



Garden Near a Brook





Mouse Interrupted





Klee liked to paint 
portraits.
“One eye sees, 

the other feels.” 
!

Paul Klee 



Man with a Big Mouth





























“In simplicity, too, there can be riches.” 
Paul Klee 



Klee on 
cats 

and 
dogs.



Klee with wife Lily and his adored cat Bimbo



Cat and Bird



Howling Dog



During World War II, all art  
had to conform to Hitler’s ideas.



Klee immigrated to Switzerland in 1933.

Hitler did not like Klee’s art.  
He was deemed “degenerate” 

and rumored to be Jewish (he was not).
The Gestapo searched his home. 

He was fired from his job,  
and the Bauhaus was closed.



17 of his paintings were shown in an 
exhibit of “degenerate” art.
102 of Klee’s works were  

seized by the Nazis.

Struck From the List



Outburst of Fear



Klee became afflicted with a debilitating  
autoimmune disease called scleroderma.

He continued to persevere with his art.
His art, however, became darker.

He knew it was killing him.







Park Near Lucerne















Death and Fire



Klee also wrote poetry, studied masks  
and created puppets.







In 1940, his father died, and Klee 
was devastated. He entered a sanatorium  

(hospital for isolation).

At 60, he died of heart failure  
from the strain of his disease.

Today a painting by Klee can 
sell for as much as  

$7.5 million.

He produced 8,926 works of art.



Klee Inspiration



















Take a line  
for a walk … 


