


Dali’s father, Salvador Dali i Cusi, was a notary.
His mother, Felipa Domenech Ferres, was a homemaker. 



Salvador Domingo Felipe Dali was born in 1904. 



His older brother with the same name died 
a year before his birth.

At five, Dali’s mother told him that he was a

REINCARNATION OF HIS BROTHER.
Dali believed this.



At six, Dali painted a landscape and  
wanted to become an artist.

At seven, Dali wanted to become Napoleon 
(they had a portrait of Napoleon in their home).

At five, Dali wanted to be a cook.



Dali’s boyhood was in Figueres (Fee-yair-ez), Spain,  
a town near Barcelona.





This church is where Dali was baptized and  
eventually where his funeral was held. 



Summers were spent in the tiny fishing village of Cadaques (Ka-da-kiz).



Dali loved the sea and the image of it shows up 
frequently in his paintings.



Local legends suggested that the howling winds 
and twisted yellow terrain of the 

region in Catalonia would eventually 
make a man 

mad!



Photos from Cadaques

With sister Ana Maria

With poet friend Lorca

Later with his wife



Dali attended drawing school. 

While in Cadaques, he discovered modern painting. 

His father organized an exhibition of his 
charcoal drawings in his family home. 

At 15, Dali had his first 
public exhibition of his art.



When he was 16, Dali’s mother died of cancer. 

He later said that this was the  

“greatest blow I had experienced in life.  
I worshipped her.” 



Dali was accepted into the  
San Fernando Academy of Art in Madrid.



He flawlessly mastered realistic painting.
Basket of Bread 



This was his view of Cadaques from the Dali family 
home.



Dali was expelled in 1926 before his final exams  
when he stated that 

no one was competent enough  
to review him.



That same year he visited with someone  
whose Cubism style he admired.

Pablo Picasso



He began to paint in the style of Picasso.

Portrait of My Father Portrait of My Sister



What city is this a painting of?

Cadaques



He also liked the style of Joan Miro (Joo-AN Miro).



He began to paint like this.
The head is his poet friend Lorca.



Dali also took an idea from the famous Spanish painter 
Diego Velazquez. Can you guess what?

a moustache



And Dali met Andre Breton,  
who is known the founder of

surrealism



The Surrealist Movement 
This is the Surrealist group in 1930.  
They were mostly writers and artists. 



!

The Surrealists believed 
in artistic and political freedom to free the imagination



Dali visited Sigmund Freud, a very famous psychiatrist.

Freud researched dreams and the meaning 
behind them, and Dali’s art was influenced by this.



Dali fell in love with Andre Breton’s Russian wife Gala.

They eventually got married.

She became his muse, or inspiration.



Dali’s 
symbolism



Waste and Fear  
Dali said he jumped out of a second story building 

because of his fear of this:



Prenatal Hope and Love  



Connected to the human head 
Dali saw one of these on a bicycle  

when he was visiting Freud.



Life 



Distortion in space & weightlessness 



Death, decay and desire 
Dali said when he was little he saw a bat being 

devoured by these:



Dali’s 
Surrealist 
paintings



The Enigma of Desire- My Mother, My Mother, My Mother



Hollows are like the holes in 
cheese.

He used a scene from Cape Creus in Catalonia, Spain,  
as the rocky formation.

These all say “ma me’re” which 
means “my mother.” 

Creatures of his worst nightmares: grasshoppers and ants.



Cape Creus, Catalonia



The Lugubrious Game

Exploding 
self 

portrait. 
Dali feels 
the world 
around 

him 
falling 
apart.

Fear!!



Gradiva Finds the Anthropomorphic Ruins



Fried Egg on the Plate without the Plate



The Persistence of Memory  

He got the idea of soft watches by watching 
Camembert cheese melt in the sun.

Dali was rejecting the assumption 
that time is fixed. 

Dali self portrait



Partial Hallucination- 
Six Apparitions of Lenin on a Grand Piano

He is wearing an armband similar to one 
blind people would wear, but with 

cherries instead of black dots on it.



Atavistic Ruins After the Rain



Woman with a Head of Roses



The Ghost of Vermeer Of Delft  
Which Can Be Used As a Table



The Architectural Angelus of Millet 



Morphological Echo

glass of milk 
piece of bread 
rock formation 

tower 
grapes 

reclining Lenin



Sleep 

Freedom of the subconscious where the 
head is soft due to the dream world and 

has to be supported



Enigma of Hitler

Dali saw Hitler as a man capable of 
turning the world upside down.



Soft Construction of Boiled Beans

This was a warning about the civil war in 
Spain. 

Dali saw his country as a decomposing 
figure.



Autumnal Cannibalism

More Spanish civil war



Perspectives



The Face of War

The skull is a symbol of war.



Sewing Machine with Umbrella



In 1936, Dali made the cover of Time magazine.



Dali at age 32, was the most controversial Surrealist. 
He was to lecture at the Surrealists’ Exhibition  

in London. He showed up in a diving suit  
leading a pair of Russian wolfhounds.

“I just wanted to show that I was ‘plunging deeply’ into 
the human mind.”  — Salvador Dali



Andre Breton gave Dali a nickname based on an anagram 
of Salvador Dali ...

Avida dollars
It translates to eager for dollars.



In 1940, Dali and Gala fled Europe to avoid WWII. Gala 
got the necessary papers  

for exile to the U.S.
They lived for a bargain at the Del Monte Lodge in 
Pebble Beach, CA. Hollywood stars visited them.



Dali self-promotion



More Dali self-promotion



“Each morning when I wake, 
I experience an exquisite joy — 

the joy of being Dali.” — Salvador Dali



Daddy Longlegs in the Evening … Hope! 

Dali’s father played the cello 

Dali self portrait



Soft Self Portrait



Man and Woman with Heads in the Clouds

Dali Gala



Dali’s 
Surrealist 
Hollywood



Collaborated with Disney on “Destino” 
An animation cancelled due to financial reasons



Designed the dream sequence for Hitchcock’s movie 
“Spellbound”

He wanted swarming ants on the actress,  
but that did not go over well.



The Elephants (stage backdrop for Shakespeare play)

Elephants of space and 
weightlessness



Dali’s 
Surrealist 

Jewelry



“Eye of Time,” and Mae West inspired smile(famous 
movie actress from the 1930’s and 40’s).



The “Tree of Life” and the “Beating Heart”

The blue sapphires are the 
parents, and the dangling items 
are the children. See the face?

The ruby heart actually beats!



Dali’s 
Surrealist 
Sculpture



Lobster Phone



Mae West Lips Sofa



Retrospective Bust of a Woman



Dali’s 
Optical 
Illusion 

Paintings 



Dali



Three Sphinxes of Bikini

A head, a tree, and a nuclear 
mushroom showing destruction 

after WWII



The Three Ages of Life

Old age
Adolescence

Infancy



Swans Reflecting Elephants

Dali no longer amused with the 
Surrealists



Apparition of a Face and Fruit Dish on a Beach



Spain



Portrait of My Dead Brother



The Image Disappears



Soldier Take Warning



Apparition of a War Scene on the Face of  
Lieutenant Deschanel



The Sistine Madonna



Dali from Behind, Painting Gala from Behind ...











Dali’s 
Religious 
Paintings



The Temptation of St. Anthony



Crucifixion-Corpus Hypercubus



Assumpta Corpuscularia Lapislazulina



Dali’s 
Nuclear  

Mysticism 
Paintings



Galatea of the Spheres

Dali combined 
science, DNA and 

nuclear physic 
interpretations 

with Gala.



The Disintegration of the Persistence of Memory

Landscape of Cadaques

Fish of life

Representation of Einstein’s 
Theory of Relativity with particles 

and waves



Raphaelesque Head Exploding

Protons and Neutrons



Dali’s 
Postmodern 

Art



The Hallucinogenic Toreador

Passion for 
bullfighting in 

Spain combined 
with his 

hallucinations. 
Dali said he 

would stand on 
his head to 

induce 
hallucinations 
for inspiration.

Gala 

Dali



The Discovery of America

Dali believed 
that Columbus 

was a Catalonian 
like him.  

Gala is on the 
banner, and Dali 
is the kneeling 

monk.



Bed and Two Bedside Tables Ferociously  
Attacking a Cello

Van Gogh painting coming apart at the seams



Pieta

Based on Michelangelo’s Pieta in St. Peter’s Cathedral



The Railway Station



Colossus of Rhodes



Dali’s 
LAST Decade



Dali was becoming the greatest counterfeiter  
of his own work.  

!

When customs stopped a delivery truck in 1975, they 
found 40,000 black lithography sheets  

that Dali had pre-signed. 

He had already started this practice 10 years prior, 
and experts think that between 100,000-300,000 
unauthorized reproductions or forgeries are in his 
signature. He allowed it because he wanted the 

money and the fame. 



Dali went everywhere with his jewel-encrusted canes.



Dali with his anteater



In 1974, Teatro Museo Dali opened in Figueras, Spain, 
and is a major attraction. 

Dali spent the 
final years of his 

life in this 
tower.



Inside the Teatro Museo Dali



Palace of the Winds 
Ceiling in the Teatro Museo



Apartment of Mae West



In 1982, the Dali Museum opened in St. Petersburg, FL, 
and Gala died.

It was redesigned and reopened 1/11/11 at 11 am.



After Gala’s death, Dali’s health began to fail. He took 
unprescribed medications that didn’t work well together, 

causing damage to his central nervous system.

There was a fire in his apartment and after narrowly 
escaping, he was confined to a wheelchair.

Dali died seven years later in 1989
He was buried in the dome of the Teatro Museo, 

behind the church where he was baptized.



“The ends of my moustache are radar aerials with 
which I guess everything that happens in the world 

around me and that people think throughout the day.” 
Salvador Dali



Dali 
continues ...



Dali decorated 747



Dali benches in St. Petersburg, FL



Sand sculpture of him



Simpsons Persistence of Memory


